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And he that doubteth is domned if he eat
because he eateth not of faith:
for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. Ak ROMANS 14:23
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Intfroduction

Is Passover on the 14th or 15th of Abib?

One thing that those of the
Israelite faith all agree upon
when it comes to Yah's feast
days is that they are to be kept;
this is not an issue. However,
what often becomes topics of
discussion are the ways in which
the feasts are to be observed
and the timing of the respective
feast days. Such is the case with
the Pesach (Passover). The
Pesach or the Feast of
Unleavened Bread is mentioned
throughout the bible numerous
times and the common
understanding in which the feast
days are to be observed are for
the most part in unity and
supportive of one another, but

there are however, instances and
circumstances in which it appears
there are certain discrepancies,
which allow too much room for
various interpretations. Of the
more common questions which
arise are those which center on
which day the actual feast is to
begin, the 14th of Abib or the
15th of Abib, and do the Pesach
and the Feast of Unleavened
Bread begin together or are they
one day removed from one
another? The focus of this study, |
believe, will alleviate much of
those discussions and bring a
more common and concrete
understanding.



The 14th Hebrew Da

Exodus 12:1
And YHWH spake unto Moses and Aaron
in the land of Egypt, saying,
Exodus 12:2
This month shall be unto you

the beginning of months:
it shall be the first month of the year to you.
Exodus 12:3
Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel,
saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall
take to them every man a lamb, according to
the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house:
Exodus 12:4
And if the household be too little for the lamb,
let him and his neighbour next unto his house
take it according to the number of the souls;
every man according to his eating shall make
your count for the lamb.
Exodus 12:5
Your lamb shall be without blemish
a male of the first year:
ye shall take it out from the sheep,

or from the goats:

Exodus 12:6
And ye shall keep it up
until the fourteenth day of the same month:

and the whole assembly of the congregation
of Israel shall kill it in the evening.

If the Hebrew calendar is used as we currently observe it,
basing a “day” from evening to evening, then the Passover
lamb was selected and kept from the daylight portion of the
10th day through the daylight portion of the 14th day, and at
the entering of the 15th day at evening the Passover lamb was
killed. If the idea that the day entails 24 hours from morning
to morning then this would mean that the Passover was
prepared during the daylight portion of the 14th and killed
and eaten in the night time portion of the 14th. The bible
defines for us that time which we understand to mean the
evening; the going down of the sun.

Deuteronomy 16:6
But at the place which YHWH thy Elohim
shall choose to place his name in,
there thou shalt sacrifice the passover at even,
at the going down of the sun,
at the season that thou camest forth

out of Egypt.
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One of the greatest points of discussion about the
Pesach is the idea that the Pesach and the Feast of
Unleavened Bread begin on two separate days; the
Pesach on the 14th of Abib and the feast on the 15th
of Abib. There are certain scriptures which would
seem to lend credence to this idea and they would
seem to support such a notion, but what often
happens in translations is that the way in which a
sentence is structured can often lead to the way in
which it is inferpreted.

Numbers 33:3
And they departed from Rameses
in the first month
on the fifteenth day of the first month;
on the morrow after the passover
the children of Israel went out with an
high hand in the sight of all the Egyptians.

This verse at the surface appears self-explanatory
when one considers that according to the Hebrew
calendar the Israelites would have eaten the Passover
meal during the night portion of the 15th, and now
at the day portion of the 15th they are underway

Structure
Interpretati

OnN

with the exodus from Egypt. However, a bit of confusion arises when the
words “on the morrow after the Passover” are included in the understanding
of the day/night scenario. On the morrow implies that, in order for these
words to be accurate in their description as we interpret them and using the
Hebrew calendar as we understand it the day or morrow after the Passover
would have to mean that the Passover meal was held the night portion of the
14th, the Hebrew people spent the day light portion of the 14th and then the
night time portion of the 15th still in Egypt before departing the morning of
the15th day of the daylight portion of that day! In order for this verse to work

aside from any of the other scripture verses and using the interpretation of

the word “morrow” as we commonly use it, this would mean that the
day/night cycle went from the morning to morning or more simply the day

light portion of the 14th would have been the preparation of the Passover,
the Passover would have been killed during the transition period from light to
dark (or the Sabbaton) of the 14th day and the Passover would have been
eaten during the night portion of the 14th day. Then the departing out of
Egypt would have come in the morning of the 15th day of month which
would technically have been the morrow after the Passover or the 14th day
of the month. But we know that the day/night cycles according to Hebrew
calendar do not run from morning to morning so what is the proper
understanding of this verse?2 The most appropriate conclusion is that the
morrow after the Passover, or the day after the preparation day of the 14th
during the day-light portion of the 14th would be fulfilled at the morning and

day-light portion of the 15th day, which would be the day after or the
“morrow” after the 14th. More simply put the morrow defines any daylight

period which follows a night period.



Cannot Violate Torah

R

In the fourteenth day of the first month
at even is YHWH's passover.

on the fifteenth day of the same month
is the feast of unleavened bread

At first glance these two scriptures appear to infer that the
Passover is to begin on the 14th of the month when the 14th day
comes in at the evening and the Feast of Unleavened Bread is to
begin the 15th of the month when it comes in at the evening but
in reality this is not the case and cannot be such as it technically
violates Torah. These two verses make perfect sense if the idea
that the day begins and starts in the evening, for the end of the
14th as the day was near its end when the Passover s to be killed
(killed but not eaten) ushers in the beginning of the 15th day at
which time the Passover meal is eaten with Unleavened Bread.
The Passover is killed during the transition phase between
waning light and dark. This is also referred to as “beyn ha
arbayim” or as it is interpreted from the Hebrew “between (in the
interval of) the two evenings”. Yah said the lamb was to be killed
“in the evening” or beyn ha arbayim; between the two evenings.
Without going into a great deal of detail, the meaning of
“between the two evenings” simply translates the ending of one
day (dusk) and the coming in of another day (night).

Another often over looked detail is that when we read of the 15th
day of the month in conjunction with the feast there is no mention
of a specific time in which the feast is to be begun, however when
we look at the wording of the scriptures in relation fo the feast on

the 14th day the word evening is written to draw our attention to

the specific time in which the feast is to begin. This also then
would line up perfectly with Exodus 12:18 when it told us that it

would be in the evening, the time just before the Passover meal
was to be eaten, that the first day of Unleavened Bread meal
would also be eaten.

the fourteenth day of the month at even,

ye shall eat unleavened bread.

they shall eat the flesh in that night
and unleavened bread

It would only make sense that the beginning of the Feast of
Unleavened Bread coincided with the Passover meal, for this day
would have been the first day that the Hebrews had no time to
prepare leavened bread. As the daylight portion of the preparation
day the 14th of Abib drew to a close the Lamb was slain and was
prepared so its flesh along with the cakes of Unleavened Bread

would be eaten together as the first day of feast began on the 15th
of Abib.

nothing of it remain until the morning.

ve shall eat it in haste: it is YHWH’s passover.

I will pass through Egypt this night

against all the gods of Egypt_

1 will execute judgment




No Leaven at Even of

st Day Till /th Day

(Close of 14th Day to Close of 21st Day)

Exodus 12:15

Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread

even the first day ye shall put away leaven

out of your houses:
for whosoever eateth leavened bread
from the first day until the seventh day,
that soul shall be cut off from Israel.

It is important to understand that verse 15 tells us that we
are to put away all leaven from us the first day of the feast
and that as the scripture defines for us this time of the
eating of the first unleavened piece of bread came in the

evening, not the day!

Exodus 12:16
And in the first day there shall be an holy convocation
and in the seventh day there shall be
an holy convocation to you;
no manner of work shall be done in them,
save that which every man must eat
that only may be done of you.
Exodus 12:17
And ye shall observe

the feast of unleavened bread;

for in this selfsame day have I brought your armies
out of the land of Egypt:
therefore shall ye observe this day

in your generations by an ordinance for ever.

Exodus 12:18
In the first month,
on the fourteenth day of the month at even

ye shall eat unleavened bread,

until the one and twentieth day
of the month at even.

This verse tells us exactly when the first day of
Unleavened Bread is to begin; at the close of the 14th
day as the evening transition of the 15th day is being
ushered in, whatever the case this was the same
instruction for the eating of the Passover lamb. It was
also on this self-same day, the first night of Unleavened
Bread which is the Passover that Israel was brought out
of Egypt; not that Israel went 36 hours later. (Again
implying that Israel did not observe the first night of the
feast as the 14th day came in and left Egypt the
morning of the 15th day, this would have been 36
hours later. Israel left Egypt the morning of the day
portion of the 15th of Abib.)

Exodus 13:6
Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread,
and in the seventh day shall be
a feast to the YHWH.
Exodus 13:7

Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days:

and there shall no leavened bread
be seen with thee
neither shall there be leaven seen

with thee in all thy quarters.

Coupling these two verses with Exodus 12:18 lets us
know that the seven days of eating only unleavened

breads would go for seven night periods, not counting
the seven days according to the day light periods.
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Exodus 12:19

Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses:

for whosoever eateth that which is leavened,
even that soul shall be cut off

from the congregation of Israel,

whether he be a stranger, or born in the land.

Even as far back as the first Pesach the instruction to Yah's set apart
people, the nation of Israel, was that any of those which were “born in
the land” or those which were of the natural lineage of the Hebrew
people as well as the “strangers” or those of whom were joined to Israel
’ as one of Yah's people, were warned that eating anything with leaven
® would cut that soul off from amongst Yah's people. Yah is no respecter of
) persons whether it be the stranger which has been joined to Israel or
those of natural Hebrew lineage.

Till Morning

Exodus 12:20
Ye shall eat nothing leavened:

in all your habitations

shall ye eat unleavened bread. Exodus 12:22
Exodus 12:21 And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop,
Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel and dip it in the blood that is in the bason,
and said unto them, and strike the lintel and the two side posts
‘ Draw out and take you a lamb with the blood that is in the bason;
according to your families and none of you shall go out at the door
and kill the passover. of his house until the morning.

.ov‘°



Exodus 12:23
For YHWH will pass through
to smite the Egyptians;
and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel,
and on the two side posts,
YHWH will pass over the door
and will not suffer the destroyer

to come in unto your houses to smite you.
Exodus 12:31
And he called for Moses and Aaron by night,

and said, Rise up, and get you forth

from among my people
both ye and the children of Israel;
and go, serve YHWH, as ye have said.
Exodus 12:32
Also take your flocks and your herds,
as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me also.
Exodus 12:33
And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people,
that they might send them out
of the land in haste
for they said,
We be all dead men.
Exodus 12:34

And the people took their dough
before it was leavened,

their kneadingtroughs being bound up

in their clothes upon their shoulders.

Pharaoh summons Moses and Aaron the night portion of the
15th when all the families of Israel were gathered together
partaking of the Passover meal but according to Exodus 12:22
Israel by commandment could not leave out until the morning
came. The reason that Israel was commanded to remain in
their homes until the morning was their homes were their
places of refuge from the death angel which went throughout
all the land of Egypt the night the Pesach was eaten.

Exodus 12:22
And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop,
and dip it in the blood that is in the bason
and strike the lintel and the two side posts
with the blood that is in the bason;

and none of you shall go out at the door

of his house until the morning.

Deuteronomy 16:1
Observe the month of Abib,
and keep the Passover
unto YHWH thy Elohim:

for in the month of Abib YHWH thy Elohim
brought thee forth out of Egypt by night.

Again there seems to be a sort of contradiction about when
Israel physically departed from Egypt as Deut.16:1 fells us
that Yah brought Israel forth by night but according to Exodus
12:22 Israel was not allowed to leave from Egypt until it was
morning. There is no contradiction at all when we understand
Deut. 16:1 to mean that Israel’s official notice of release
came by the mouth of Pharaoh by night and Israel prepared
during the night to leave first thing in the morning. This should
of course leave no room for questions as to the exodus from
Egypt coming on the morning of the 15th day of Abib/Nisan.

Exodus 12:39

And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough
which they brought forth out of Egypt,

for it was not leavened:

because they were thrust out of Egypt,
and could not tarry,

neither had they prepared

for themselves any victual
Exodus 12:42
It is a night to be much observed unto YHWH
for bringing them out from the land of Egypt:
this is that night of YHWH to be observed of
all the children of Israel in their generations.

Exodus 23:15

Thou shalt keep the feast of unleavened bread:
(thou shalt eat unleavened bread seven days,

as I commanded thee,
in the time appointed of the month Abib;
for in it thou camest out from Egypt:

and none shall appear before me empty:)



High Sabbath
at 1st and 7th Day,

... except food preparation

Leviticus 23:7
In the first day ye shall have
an_holy convocation:

ye shall do no servile work therein.
Leviticus 23:8
But ye shall offer an offering made by fire
unto YHWH seven days:

in the seventh day is an holy convocation:

ye shall do no servile work therein.

The feast of the Passover begins with a holy convocation and
ends with a holy convocation. Convocation by definition is
considered a sacred gathering. It is also considered a “High
Sabbath day” (a Sabbath day of special regard) because
there was no servile work to be done. The bible once again
defines for itself what is meant by no servile work.

Exodus 12:16
And in the first day there shall be
an holy convocation,
and in the seventh day there shall be

an holy convocation to you;

no manner of work shall be done in them,

save that which every man must eat,

that only may be done of you.
Leviticus 23:5
In the fourteenth day of the first month
at even is YHWH's passover.
Leviticus 23:6
And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the
feast of unleavened bread unto YHWH:

seven days ye must eat unleavened bread.

Leviticus 23:7
In the first day ye shall have an holy convocation:
ve shall do no servile work therein.

All manner of servile work or the work/labor as it applies to
tasks and that which entails those things of a normal work day
may NOT be done with the exception of the tasks required to
prepare the daily meal. This would of course include secular
work as well.

Exodus 34:18
The feast of unleavened bread shalt thou keep.
Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread,
as I commanded thee,
in the time of the month Abib:
for in the month Abib
thou camest out from Egypt.
Exodus 34:25
Thou shalt not offer the blood

of my sacrifice with leaven;

neither shall the sacrifice

of the feast of the passover

be left unto the morning.
Numbers 9:2
Let the children of Israel also keep
the passover at his appointed season.
Numbers 9:3
In the fourteenth day of this month,

at even ye shall keep it in his appointed season:

according to all the rites of it and
according to all the ceremonies
thereof shall ye keep it.



Numbers 9:4

And Moses spake unto the children of Israel

that they should keep the passover.
Numbers 9:5
And they kept the passover on

the fourteenth day of the first month at even

in the wilderness of Sinai:
according to all that YHWH commanded Moses
so did the children of Israel.
Numbers 9:11
The fourteenth day
of the second month at even they shall keep it,

and eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.
Numbers 9:12
They shall leave none of it unto the morning

nor break any bone of it

according to all the ordinances of the passover
they shall keep it.
Numbers 9:13
But the man that is clean, and is not in a journey,
and forbeareth to keep the passover
even the same soul shall be cut off
from among his people:
because he brought not the offering
of YHWH in his appointed season,

that man shall bear his sin.

This_understanding is very prophetic in the sense that the
Messiah brought himself for an offering before the Most High
in the appointed season before the Passover officially began.

Numbers 9:14
And if a stranger shall sojourn among you,
and will keep the passover unto YHWH;

according to the ordinance of the passover,

and according to the manner thereof, so shall he do:

ve shall have one ordinance, both for the stranger,

and for him that was born in the land.

Numbers 28:16

And in the fourteenth day of the first month

is the passover of YHWH.
Numbers 28:17
And in the fifteenth day of this month is the feast:

seven days shall unleavened bread be eaten.
Numbers 28:18

In the first day shall be an holy convocation;

ye shall do no manner of servile work therein:

Here we have yet another example of verses which appear to
imply that when the 14th comes in at evening is when the
Passover was to be held while the first meal eaten with
unleavened bread was to begin the next evening or the
coming in of the 15th day. Holding to this idea then leads to

the question of which day would be considered the day of the

holy convocation; the 14th or the 15th because all we have
to draw from is that there were two days mentioned? This of

course would oppose those other things we have already
covered which clearly outline that the first day of Unleavened
Bread and the sacrifice and consumption of the Passover
Llamb were one in the same. What we have in Numbers
28:16-18 is another prime example of penmanship and the
structure of wording in order to confuse or change the
meaning of the given subject.

Numbers 28:24

After this manner ye shall offer daily,

throughout the seven days,
the meat of the sacrifice made by fire,
of a sweet savour unto YHWH:
it shall be offered beside the continual burnt offering,
and his drink offering.

Numbers 28:25

And on the seventh day ye shall have

an holy convocation;

ye shall do no servile work.




Again, this implies a High Sabbath day. Without going into a
great deal of depth there is something which needs further
clarification as it has to do with Sabbath days which are not
only the weekly 7th day rest days but also those that happen on
feast days and appointed times. There is a primary difference to
a “Sabbath Day” as it relates to a day in which we are
commanded to “REST” and a Sabbath day in which no servile
work was to be done. The word “rest” in the Hebrew means:

“Rest”: # H7677T'.ﬂ3&7 shabbathén (shab-baw-thone')

BDB Definition:

1) Sabbath observance, sabbatism
1a) of weekly sabbath

1b) day of atonement

1¢) sabbatical year

1d) of Feast of Trumpets

1e) of the 1st and last days of the Feast of Tabernacles
Part of Speech: noun masculine

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H7676
Same Word by TWOT Number: 2323d

Strongs Hebrew Lexicon # H7677m'13w shabbathén
VKDE EDZ WKRQH
From H7676; a sabbatism or special holiday: _rest, sabbath.

Of the three spring appointed times: Passover, the Feast of

Unleavened Bread and the Feast of Firstfruits (Pentecost) the
command was not that we are to “rest” on the days of holy
convocations but that a cessation from all work except the work
required to prepare the daily meals. However, of the three fall
appointed times: the Feast of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement
and The Feast of Tabernacles the Torah commands that the
days of holy convocations are to be days of “rest”; of
“Shabbathon’s” (Sabbaton) with no manner of work
performed, unlike the spring feast when food preparation was
allowed on days of holy convocations. The sabbatons are also
those rest days which Israel is commanded to keep every 7th
day, as it is written of the fourth commandment of the 10
commandments. Prophetically this knowledge allows us greater
insight as to the spiritual understanding surrounding the feast
days and the Sabbath. However, unlike the Hebrew definition
of Shabbathon the Greek understanding of the word
“Sabbaton” is used rather generically in its context within the
writings of the gospels. The Greek definition of a weekly 7th
day Sabbath and those Sabbaths which the old Covenant
writings define as “holy convocations” are all understood in the
new Covenant writings as complete rest days. The Greeks
simply translated #H7676 the Hebrew “Shabbath” to the Greek
“Sabbaton”.

“Sabbaton”; G4521 <2 ... ...,
Of Hebrew origin [H7676]; the Sabbath (that is, Shabbath), or
day of weekly repose from secular avocations (also the
observance or institution itself); by extension a se'nnight, that
is, the interval between two Sabbaths; likewise the plural in all
WKH DERYH DSSOLFDWLRQV
(A se’nnight or “seven nights™ is an old English term that means
the days of the week between each weekly 7th day Sabbath or
the intervals between two Sabbaths.)

NO PASSOVER
SACRIFICES

Within Thy Gates

at the place which YHWH thy Elohim
shall choose
shalt sacrifice the passover at even,
at the going down of the sun

thou shalt turn in the morning
and go unto thy tents

These verses in Deuteronomy 16 for the first time since the record
of the first Passover bring the sacrifice and celebration of the
feast from an individualistic perspective (each family in their
homes) to a national celebration. Notice in verse 5 that the
command states that the Passover is not to be performed within
“thy gates” or one’s own home but as we read in verse 6 the
Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread is to be observed by all of
Israel gathering together at the place which the Most High gave

— '« VDEEDWRQ VDE E®Wnqagyo gather. By command all the males of Israel were to
DSSHDU EHIRUH <DK WKUHH WLPHV LQ D

16:16) and the first appearing as a whole was done at the Feast
of Unleavened Bread which is the Passover. And as it was with
the first night of the feast the whole of Israel was commanded

VDEEDWK the they not depeyt out of the place which the Most High had

designated until the morning; following precisely with the pattern
on the morning of the 15th of Nisan when Israel began their

journey out of Egypt.
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